
Changing values of parameters
If a variable is immutable and you change its value inside a function, the change 
does not last past the lifetime of the function

If a variable is mutable and you change its value inside a function, the change is 
permanent



Example: square.py
almond[w05]$ python3 square.py

Before: 2

After: 2
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Example: squareList.py
almond[w05]$ python3 squareList.py

Before: [0, 1, 2, 3]

After: [0, 1, 4, 9]
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The changes made 
to values inside 
square() persist 
past the lifetime of 
the function!!





fancify.py
strings are immutable types, so they 
work on the heap similarly to ints, 
floats, and booleans

almond[w05]$ python3 fancify.py
Enter a string: hello
The fancy text is -hello-

almond[w05]$ python3 fancify.py
Enter a string: cats
The fancy text is *cats*
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Assume user 
enters “hello”
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